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from the liberal to the professional level. One might then as well
teach cooking, says Aristotle. Even a liberal concern with the
works of fine art depends upon the existence of a hireling class
of practitioners who have subordinated the development of their
own personality to attaining skill in mechanical execution. The
higher the activity the more purely mental is it; the less does it
have to do with physical things or with the body. The more purely
mental it is, the more independent or self-sufficing is it.
These last words remind us that Aristotle again makes a distinc-
tion of superior and inferior even within those living the life of
reason. For there is a distinction in ends and in free action, according
as one's life is merely accompanied by reason or as it makes reason
its own medium. That is to say, the free citizen who devotes
himself to the public life of his community, sharing in the manage-
ment of its affairs and winning personal honor and distinction,
lives a life accompanied by reason. But the thinker, the man who
devotes himself to scientific inquiry and philosophic speculation*
works, so to speak, in reason, not simply Inj it. Even the activity
of the citizen in his civic relations, in other words, retains some
of the taint of practice, of external or merely instrumental doing.
This infection is shown by the fact that civic activity and civic
excellence need the help of others; one cannot engage in public
life all by himself. But all needs, all desires imply, in the philosophy
of Aristotle, a material factor; they involve lack, privation; they arc
dependent upon something beyond themselves for completion.
A purely intellectual life, however., one carries on by himself, in
himself; such assistance as he may derive from others is accidental,
rather than intrinsic. In knowing, in the life of theory., reason finds
its own full manifestation; knowing for the sake of knowing
irrespective of any application is alone independent, or self-
sufficing. Hence only the education that makes for power to know
as an end in itself, without reference to the practice of even civic
duties, is truly liberal or free.
2. The Present Situation. If the Aristotelian conception repre-
sented jtist Aristotle's personal view, it would be a more or less
interesting historical curiosity, It could be dismissed as an illustra-
tion of the lack of sympathy or the amount of academic pedantry